Winnipeg Diocesan CWL Presents Life Member Awards

Archbishop Gagnon blesses the
Life Member pins

The CWL serves to unite Catholic women and pursue
goals that include individual and spiritual
development, promotion of Catholic teachings, living
out the Christian idea in home and family life,
enhancing the role of women in church and society
and contributing to social justice, freedom and
peace. The Life Member Award is one of the highest
honours that the CWL can bestow on its members.
Manitoba has 2,202 Catholic Women’s League
members and 19 are ‘Life Members’.

On Friday, June 26, in a ceremony at St. Paul the Apostle Church, the prestigious Life
Member Award was bestowed on two truly deserving women - Janet Brunger and Lea
Colbeck.
Thank you to Archbishop Richard Gagnon, Diocesan Spiritual Advisor Father Dado
Parrenas and Pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish, Monsignor Maurice
Comeault, for taking time out of their busy schedules to attend the ceremony.
At the beginning of the award ceremony,
Mary Margaret Patterson, a Life Member,
asked the question, “What does it take to
make a Life Member?”. A Life Member is
one who has served for a minimum of 10
years on an executive position at Diocesan
and Provincial levels with at least four of
those years at Provincial level. She also has
to have been either Diocesan or Provincial
President. This person can be asked to
provide workshops or presentations by any of
the dioceses and must agree to spend the
rest of her life as a CWL member and to
accept duties as requested by the National
Council.

Mary-Margaret Patterson explains the
criteria for Life Member Award

Lea Colbeck’s home parish is Sacred Heart in Virden, Manitoba.
Chris Carlyle
introduced Lea by saying, “Lea is totally inclusive and possesses a wealth of

information gained from her 45 years of
dedicated work within the Catholic Women's
League”.
Lea has held positions of Treasurer, Christian
Family Life Chair, Spiritual Development Chair,
Vice President, President Elect and Organization
Chair. She was Diocesan President for two years
followed by Past President for two years. This
totalled 14 years of leadership at the Diocesan
level. At the Provincial level Lea has held the
Lea receives pin from Pat Ward
position of Secretary and Treasurer. She also
held the position of Co-secretary and
Secretariat in Charge at the 2018 National Convention which was held in Winnipeg.
Lea carries on as a hard-working member of her own council as she continues to hold
the position of Treasurer and is the current President.
Janet Brunger’s home parish is Our Lady of Perpetual Help in
Charleswood. While she was on the Winnipeg Diocesan
Council, Janet served as Chairperson of Resolutions,
Organization and as President and Past President. On the
Manitoba Provincial Council, Janet served as Resolutions,
Organization/President Elect and currently she is President.
She assisted in developing resolutions with her home
council. Janet was involved in Smore's Workshops and
Catch the Fire Workshops. She was Chair of the 2008
National Convention in Winnipeg.
Janet receives her pin

Currently Janet serves as Secretary to the Board of the
Catholic Foundation of Manitoba, a Chairperson of the Bylaw Committee and the Chairperson of the Caritas Dinner Committee.
When she introduced Janet, Pat Ward, Winnipeg Diocesan President, said “Janet lives
her passion and enthusiasm for the Catholic Women's League in all aspects of her life
– personal, parish and work life. Thank you for your dedication and the love and
support that you give to your sisters in the League.”

The presentation of the Life Member pins was to have taken place at the 99th Annual
Winnipeg Diocesan Convention Banquet. Originally scheduled to be held on April 17,
2020, this event was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. When the churches
were permitted to open, it was decided to hold a Life Membership Ceremony adhering
to provincial regulation on the number of attendees. Pat Ward said, “Hopefully at our
Convention in April 2021, everyone will have the opportunity to congratulate these two
wonderful ladies in person”.
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