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September 8, 2017 

  

Good day Parish Presidents of CWL councils: 
  
In the third week of September, all parishes in Manitoba will be receiving notice of a letter writing 
campaign that our bishops have initiated in response to Bill-34 THE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IN 
DYING (PROTECTION FOR HEALTH PROFESSIONALS AND OTHERS) ACT which is 
currently before the Manitoba legislature.  
  
The bishops seek the support of the CWL to help their parish respond to this letter writing 
campaign by printing and circulating the form letters that will be sent to each parish priest. If 
possible, a member of the CWL or a healthcare worker in the parish should speak for a couple of 
minutes at the Sunday Mass to encourage Catholics in the pews to sign the form letter that would 
be made available at the back of the church. This must be coordinated with the parish priest in 
case he has other plans to handle the letter writing campaign. CWL could also assist by collecting 
all the signed letters, scanning a copy of them into one file, and arranging to have the 
letters delivered in person or by mail to the MLA of the constituency. 
  
In addition to a brief talk in front of the congregation, it would be helpful to show a short video 
which explains why this letter writing campaign is so important.  Click on the following link to view 
the video: bit.ly/ConscienceMB Make your priest aware of it so that it can be shown if possible. 
  
Remember that we must speak out in favour of Bill 34 which protects the conscience rights of 
healthcare professionals and others. It is to be expected that lobbyists who favour euthanasia and 
assisted suicide (medical aid in dying) will be sending letters to government in opposition to this 
bill. 
  
Manitoba has the opportunity to set a benchmark for other provinces in Canada where conscience 
rights of healthcare workers will be protected by law. Let’s do our part to ensure this happens by 
writing letters or by signing the form letters that are provided to you as part of the bishops’ 
initiative. 
  
Thank you CWL sisters for helping to make this letter writing campaign a success! 

http://bit.ly/ConscienceMB
http://bit.ly/ConscienceMB


The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

MANITOBA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL 

 

About the National Convention being held in Winnipeg from August 12 – 15, 2018 

Is distance and cost keeping you from attending the 2018 national convention in 

Winnipeg? 

A Rural Initiative National Convention Trust Fund was set up at the close of the 2008 

convention with the aim of helping with the cost of hotel accommodations for rural 

members for two future national conventions in Manitoba.  

The trust fund would pay 80% of hotel costs, to a maximum of three nights based on double 

occupancy, when attending the 2018 national convention. 

This accommodation subsidy is available to a CWL member 

• residing more than 60 km. from the convention site who would otherwise not be able to afford the 
cost of hotel accommodations, and   

• who would have no other means of staying in Winnipeg to attend the national convention.  

This subsidy shall not to be used for travel, meals, events, or registration.  Interested and qualifying 

members are urged to complete and submit the attached application form as soon as possible. The 

application provides for the names and signatures of two qualifying rural CWL members who would like to 

share a hotel room from August 12 to August 15, 2018. Individual applicants would have to agree to be 

paired up with another CWL applicant. Those who reserve at the Delta Hotel will have preference, as we 

are required to fill the requisite block of rooms to avoid paying a penalty. 

A committee has been appointed to oversee the application process and to review all applications. The 

applications will be numbered in the order they are received, and qualifying applicants will be awarded on a 

first-come, first-served basis.   

 
Application deadline is February 15, 2018. 

All applicants shall receive a reply by March 31, 2018. The number of applications receiving the subsidy is 

dependent on available funds and the number of applications. The remaining half of the funds will be held in 

trust for a future national convention subsidy.   

Funds will not be paid in advance.  To be reimbursed for hotel costs, qualifying members must submit their 

hotel receipts to provincial treasurer, Lea Colbeck, by August 31, 2018.  

Manitoba provincial council looks forward to having as many members as possible sharing in the national 

convention in 2018 in Winnipeg. Come be part of the action and celebrations! 

 

Rolande Chernichan, President 

Manitoba Provincial Council 

 

 

1-204-942-
0551 

Reservation 
Code:  CWL 



 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

Manitoba Provincial Council 

 
Greetings CWL sisters!   
 

Happy New Year!  Advent celebrates the start of a new liturgical year in the three-year 
cycle of the calendar of the Catholic Church. How easy it is to lose ourselves in the routine 
busyness of life and preparations in the countdown to Christmas that we risk missing out 
on the grace that is ours to receive in this holy season!   
 
The gospel of Mark of Year B proclaims a familiar message: to be alert, to keep awake for 
the arrival of our Lord. Who are the messengers calling me out of the wilderness and 
trappings of a commercial Christmas season? Will I make time to prepare the way for my 

Lord through prayer, repentance, and a healthy discipline of putting God first in my life? What is God’s plan for me? 
Can I be faithful as Mary, our Blessed Mother, whose ‘yes’ gave birth to divine Love? 
 
These questions I put to myself as I meditated on the arrival of Advent and as I pondered what my Christmas 
message could be. How will you answer the questions? I have decided that my New Year’s resolutions will begin with 
Advent. I am giving myself a fresh start at preparing my heart to receive Christ. Will I still be faithful to my spiritual 
resolutions when the clock changes from 2017 into 2018?  
 
The start of our Church year coincides with the ending of our calendar year. Parish councils have been diligently 
working at preparing annual reports.  Thank you for persevering in online reporting. It is the way of the future for our 
League. Many thanks to the ‘angels’ who helped those who needed it. Celebrate your CWL sisterhood and your 
council’s accomplishments of the past year! I look forward to hearing all about it at your diocesan conventions. 
 
We are living in exciting yet uncertain times. The League is in its final stages of strategic planning to redefine itself in 
keeping with the results of the town hall consultations done with its members at this year’s national convention in 
Charlottetown. You are part of history as the League approaches its 100th anniversary of organization! ☺ 
 
We in Manitoba are on a countdown to hosting the national convention in August 2018!  Are you planning to attend? 
Are you involved as a volunteer on one of the committees?  Please see the documents included with this letter that 
outline an exciting opportunity for an accommodations subsidy through the Rural Initiative National Convention 
Trust Fund.  Funding assistance is available for members who live more than 60 km. from Winnipeg. Funds are 
limited, so do not delay in applying because applications will be processed on a first come, first served basis.  
 
Also included with this letter are the poster and registration form inviting you to our Provincial Day of Celebration 
being hosted by St. Emile council in Winnipeg on Saturday, February 10, 2018. Fr. Paul Bringleson, our newly 
appointed provincial spiritual advisor from the Archdiocese of Keewatin-The Pas, will be our guest speaker. How 
familiar are you with the challenges of serving in Canada’s northern missions? Did you know that your donations to 
Catholic Missions in Canada through national voluntary funds supports religious education programs in the mission 
dioceses of Canada?  Join us for an enriching day and in a spirit of sharing ‘with 
others at home and abroad’, those who want, can make a personal contribution to 
Catholic Missions in Canada.  After a hot lunch, the afternoon will provide a training 
session by a registered parliamentarian about Robert’s Rules of Order and how our 
meetings can be made more effective. 
 
May we await the feast of Our Lord’s nativity in faithfulness, preparing our hearts 
and homes for His coming. Mary gifts us with Love and Hope in her Son, Jesus, the 
Word made flesh, the Prince of Peace. Rejoice!  for indeed, God is with us always!   



The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

Manitoba Provincial Council 

MEMO from Provincial President 

 
Greetings Parish Presidents! 
 
The next few months offer us many opportunities to experience sisterhood beyond our parish level. Please 
share the news and other important information in this memo to our CWL sisters. 
 
1.  Day of Celebration, Feb. 10, 2018 – News flash!   

➢ National President, Margaret Ann Jacobs will be sharing the day with us ☺    
➢ Will your council be represented to benefit from our keynote speaker, Fr. Paul Bringleson, from 

Keewatin-The Pas diocese?  
➢ We welcome your donations! Will your council be sending a cheque in support of Catholic Missions 

in Canada or for Kee-Pas Missions? In a spirit of sharing “at home and abroad”, members are invited 
to also make a personal contribution.  

➢ Have you wondered why the League functions the way it does? Come benefit from the presentation 
by Roger Woloshyn, a professional registered parliamentarian, who will present in simplified form 
the basics of Robert’s Rules of Order which is the parliamentary authority of the League. 

➢ Bring a guest! Our event is open to anyone. 
 
2. Diocesan Conventions – Be part of it! 
 Diocesan conventions celebrate the accomplishments of its parish councils. They offer enriching 

spiritual programs, educational speakers, sharing our sisterhood and the opportunity for new 
friendships. 
➢ Does your parish council fulfill its obligation set by League by-laws to send a voting delegate (the 

president or her designate) and pay for her expenses to attend diocesan convention?  
➢ Does your council also send two accredited delegates to your diocesan convention?  
➢ Do other members of your council attend the annual convention in your diocese?  
➢ You are encouraged to also attend a diocesan convention in a different diocese. It presents occasion 

to learn about and celebrate other good works done by members, to experience our sisterhood on a 
larger scale, and to expand your circle of CWL friends. 

Please encourage attendance to the following diocesan annual conventions; registration information 
will be coming soon! 

▪ Winnipeg Diocesan Council – April 13 & 14, hosted by St. Michael Council, Gimli, MB 
▪ St. Boniface Diocesan Council – April 28, hosted by St. Bernadette Council, Winnipeg, MB 
▪ Keewatin-The Pas Diocesan Council – May 5 & 6, hosted by St. Anne Council, Flin Flon, MB 

 
3. Manitoba Provincial Convention – Come celebrate with us! 

 This year’s provincial convention marks the 70th anniversary of Manitoba Provincial Council. National 
President, Margaret Ann Jacobs will attend to celebrate with us. We are finalizing details with host 
council, Mary, Mother of the Church, Winnipeg to make this a special event for everyone. Come be part of 
the celebrations on June 2 & 3, 2018!   

 
4. National Convention – August 12-15, 2018 in Winnipeg 

We are called to be involved on committees to make the convention a success. Please encourage 
members to give generously of their time and talents. Give glory to God through our joyful service and 
sisterhood in the League!  
 
Blessings, 
Rolande Chernichan, President 



TThhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  WWoommeenn’’ss  LLeeaagguuee  ooff  CCaannaaddaa  

MMaanniittoobbaa  PPrroovviinncciiaall  CCoouunncciill  

7700tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  

JJuunnee  22nndd  aanndd  33rrdd,,  22001188  

PPRRAAYYEERR//WWAATTEERR  CCEERREEMMOONNYY  
 

“LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord”. In the 
words of this beautiful canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us 
that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our 
life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. 
“Praise be to you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, 
who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit 
with coloured flowers and herbs”. [Laudato Si (pages 1-2)]  
 

Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si embraces our need to look after the 
environment to protect and preserve it for today and the future.  Water is one of the valuable resource of our 
environment.  To honour the protection of water, Manitoba Provincial Council INVITES ALL MEMBERS IN MANITOBA 
to participate in a water prayer/ceremony as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Union of Catholic Women’s Organization have embraced the theme:  

WUCWO Women, Carriers of ‘living water’ to a world which thirsts for Peace. 

 

Participation from as many members as possible in 

Manitoba is requested, to come together in unity and 

solidarity to respect our environment and honour water, a 

precious and valuable resource. Join our WUCWO sisters 

and Pope Francis and be “LIVING WATER”.

DDIIOOCCEESSAANN  CCOONNVVEENNTTIIOONNSS  

MMeemmbbeerrss  aarree  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee::  

 Members are invited to bring a small sample of water (no more than 1/8 cup or 25 ml) from their home to 
their diocesan convention. 

 Members will be invited to pour their water sample into a larger vessel. 
 Diocesan president will bring the vessel of water, representing their diocese, to form part of the water 

ceremony at provincial convention. 

PPRROOVVIINNCCIIAALL  CCOONNVVEENNTTIIOONN  ––  JJuunnee  33rrdd,,  22001188  

MMeemmbbeerrss  aarree  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee::  

 Members are invited to bring a small sample of water (no more than 1/8 cup or 25 ml) from their home to 
the provincial convention. 

 Members will be invited to pour their water sample into a larger vessel during the prayer/water 
ceremony. 

 Indigenous ‘water carrier’, Marilyn Nelson, will return the water collected to the Red River or Lake 
Winnipeg as a gesture of our solidarity with her Indigenous spirituality and out of respect for our 
environment. 



 

TThhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  WWoommeenn’’ss  LLeeaagguuee  ooff  CCaannaaddaa  

MMaanniittoobbaa  PPrroovviinncciiaall  CCoouunncciill  
 

          1188tthh  AANNNNUUAALL  DDAAYY  OOFF  CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIIOONN  
                        SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,,  FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY  1100,,  22001188  

 

PLACE: St. Emile Parish Hall 

  556 St. Anne’s Road, Winnipeg,MB R2M 3G4 

TIME: Registration & Gathering - 9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

WORKSHOP - 10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
AGENDA  
10:00 a.m. Welcome, League Prayer, 
 Morning Liturgy 
 Update 2018 National Convention Committee 
10:30 a.m. Keynote Speaker – RReevveerreenndd  FFaatthheerr  PPaauull  BBrriinngglleessoonn 
 Manitoba Provincial Spiritual Advisor 
 TOPIC:  Catholic Missions in Canada 
11:45 a.m. Questions/Answers of Keynote Speaker 
12:00 noon LUNCH 
  1:00 p.m. LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  TTrraaiinniinngg  
 GUEST SPEAKER:  RRooggeerr  WWoolloosshhyynn  
 Professional Registered Parliamentarian 
 Effective Meetings with Robert’s Rules of Order 
 

  2:15 p.m. HEALTH BREAK 
 

  2:30 p.m. UUNNCCLLEE  BBOOBB’’SS  WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM  
 Putting order to our meeting! The How and Why! 
 Hands-on (practical) application of Robert’s Rules 
  3:15 p.m. Questions and Answers regarding Workshop 
  3:30 p.m. Closing Prayer 

SEE YOU ON FEBRUARY 10 AND BRING A FRIEND! 

THERE WILL BE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 

 
 
 
 

Contact Rolande Chernichan, President at cwlmanitoba@gmail.com for additional information.

Members are encouraged to car pool if possible. 

COST:  $20.00 per person        DEADLINE for registration:  February 1, 2018 

Travel subsidy may be provided.  A minimum of three persons per vehicle is requested. 

Inspired & Afire! 

SCENT FREE EVENT 

mailto:cwlmanitoba@gmail.com
mailto:cwlmanitoba@gmail.com


Easter Greetings! 
I am pleased to provide more details regarding Manitoba Provincial Council’s annual convention being held at Mary, Mother of the Church, Winnipeg on June 2nd 
and 3rd, 2018. Please share this information with members and encourage their attendance.  
Invitation to Bring:         Speakers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

70th Anniversary – This convention marks provincial council’s 70th anniversary!  

Come be part of the Mass, the banquet, convention business and recalling our history in celebration. 

 

Rolande Chernichan, Provincial President 



The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

Manitoba Provincial Council 

 

 

 

July 2018 

 

Bienvenue! Welcome!  to Manitoba, the keystone province of Canada, and the land of 100,000 

lakes! Welcome to Winnipeg, its capital city, built on the fur trade and the gateway to the prairies!   

On behalf of Manitoba Provincial Council and League members throughout Manitoba, I am 

honoured and delighted to welcome you to the 98th annual national convention of The Catholic 

Women’s League of Canada. Our national convention is one of many events during this milestone 

year marking the 200th anniversary of the Church in western and northern Canada. It is fitting that 

the League is gathered in Winnipeg to celebrate in convention, recalling its contribution to the rich 

history of the Church in Canada through prayer, service and evangelization.  

Our members have been afire with enthusiasm to make this your best convention experience! The 

site visits and events are a sampling of the cultural and historical opportunities that await your 

“friendly Manitoba” visit.  You are wished joy and laughter as you renew friendships and make new 

ones. May you be enriched by the opportunities for prayer, education, and dialogue of this 

convention.  

As the League journeys towards its 100th anniversary in 2020, my hope is that your time with us 

will leave you energized and affirmed, and that you will be inspired anew to make Christ known 

and loved, for “Through Him, with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 

honour is yours Almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.” 

 

 

Rolande Chernichan, President 

Manitoba Provincial Council 

 

 



 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

Manitoba Provincial Council 

MEMO from Provincial President 

 
September 2018 
 
Greetings CWL sisters! 
 
Rejoice! Have you any idea how awesome you are and how immensely proud I am of all of you? Manitoba 
hosted a very successful national convention and you are the reason! ☺  Your planning, your joy and hospitality 
and readiness to address every question, request or need was noticed by our guests and was tremendously 
appreciated. You volunteered, you participated in convention business, you celebrated sisterhood of the League!  
When it was all over, we were physically tired, but has your CWL battery been recharged by the experience? 
Mine has, and I am excited about the new direction our League will take over the next few years as our strategic 
planning is realized through changes that our members from across Canada voiced the need for!  In the 
meantime, we rejoin our parish councils, ready to resume the many opportunities to serve, and to be the face of 
Christ in all we do.  Please share the following important news to our CWL sisters across Manitoba.  
 
1.  Meeting with Premier Brian Pallister, August 9, 2018 - we finally meet! 

➢ Officers of Manitoba Provincial Council CWL presented resolutions to the Premier and some of his 
Cabinet. Invited guests attended as observers. 

➢ Provincial resolutions of 2017 and others from previous years not yet acted on were discussed. The 
premier gave feedback of ways his government would attempt to address the concerns and requests 
of our resolutions. 

➢ The meeting was a positive experience and provincial council looks forward to continuing the 
rapport established with Premier Pallister and his Cabinet. 

 
2. Manitoba Provincial Council Website – Tap into it!  

➢ A sneak peak of the website in development was shown at our provincial convention. 
➢ The anticipated launch for the website is September 15th. The URL for the website is 

www.cwlmanitoba.ca  
➢ Provincial council communiques, oral reports and resolutions can be viewed and downloaded.  
➢ Electronic templates for reports can be downloaded.  
➢ Diocesan and provincial annual report booklets for 2018 can be viewed online – in colour! 
➢ Get to know your provincial executive – click on their photos to view their League service 
➢ Photo gallery of CWL events – more photos to be uploaded 
➢ Important links and much more!     Explore the website and use it.  
➢ Email option to ask questions, give feedback, and to connect you to provincial council 
➢ A manager has been hired to monitor the website and update it on direction of provincial executive 

 
3. Diocesan Conventions in 2019 – Save the date! Plan to attend more than one!  

➢ Winnipeg Diocesan Council – April 26 -27, 2019 at St. John XXIII, Winnipeg 
➢ St. Boniface Diocesan Council – April 27, 2019 at St. John the Evangelist, Morden 
➢ Keewatin-The Pas Diocesan Council – May 4-5, 2019 at Our Lady of the Snows, Snow Lake 

  
4. Manitoba Provincial Convention 2019 – Road trip – Hop on the bus with us! 

Our provincial convention will be June 8-9, 2019 in Thompson, MB, hosted by Keewatin-The Pas 
Diocesan Council and St. Lawrence CWL Parish Council.  Details are being finalized to charter a bus from 
Winnipeg departing on June 7. We have received a subsidy from national to assist our members’ travel 
to attend the convention. Circle the dates and start saving for two nights of hotel stay and a getaway to 
Manitoba’s ‘hub of the north’ city! Our host councils are planning with you in mind.☺ 

http://www.cwlmanitoba.ca/
http://www.cwlmanitoba.ca/


 
5. Pornography Hurts Postcards – Make your voices heard! 

In response to national resolution 2017.02 Mandatory Age Verification Mechanisms for Adult Pornographic Websites 

your provincial executive ordered and paid for “Pornography Hurts” postcards that send a message to 
our federal government to implement what our League resolution calls for. Each province will be 
assigned a specific month so there is a constant flow of postcards to government throughout 2019. 

 
6. Marian Hour Centre – Important info. 

Many councils support the Marian Hour Centre through the sale of angels during Advent and the Walk 
for Mary in spring. The proceeds support the rosary being prayed daily on CKJS.  Marian Hour Centre’s 
charitable status with CRA has been revoked since March 2014. Councils are advised that Manitoba 
Provincial Council can no longer support the Centre as charitable receipts may not be forthcoming.  
 

7.  Women’s Interchurch Council of Canada (WICC) – FYI. 
Memo from national office: “CCCB no longer wishes to be involved with WICC; CWL will no longer be 
recommending an individual nor will the CWL be directly appointing an individual.  WICC has been 
informed of such.” The CWL logo will no longer appear on the WICC website.  Councils  
 

8. Charity of Choice, National Convention – Change of recipient. 
Manitoba’s charity of choice to receive half of the national convention collection, originally designated to 
Jocelyn House, was instead assigned to House of Peace.  The reason was that Jocelyn House cannot 
refuse someone medical assistance in dying if it is requested. CWL does not support this action which is 
contrary to Catholic values and teaching.  
 

9.  Link for Photos of Conventions and Special Events 2018 -  
https://1drv.ms/f/s!Ama9Q-UVIuwRgtBAaAxzZB224axA9Q 
Thank you to Eva Arsenault, volunteer photographer, and Suzanne Moore who make these photos 
available for your viewing. 
 

10. Link for photos of 2018 National Convention in Winnipeg –  
https://1drv.ms/f/s!Ama9Q-UVIuwRgtkaDgd6CATuzLx5EQ 
Download  or print the photos you want; they are available online until October 10th, 2018. 
Thank you to Crystal Seymour and Eva Arsenault, national convention photographers, who captured the 
week in pictures. 
 

11.  Email protocol –  
➢ Please keep contact information of members private.  
➢ Send a bulk message (to many recipients) using blind cc, and put a note within the email about who 

the message was sent to. 
➢ Phone numbers and email addresses should be used for CWL purposes only. 

 
12. Provincial Day of Celebration – 20th anniversary! 

Manitoba Provincial Council’s annual Day of Celebration is marking its 20th anniversary! Our event is 
scheduled for Saturday, February 9, 2019.  Save the date!  More information to follow! 

 
May all we say and do be inspired by the Spirit; give glory to God through prayer, good works and joyful 
service.  
 
Blessings, 
 

              Rolande Chernichan, President  

https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Convention-2017.02-BC04-BC-and-Yukon.pdf
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Convention-2017.02-BC04-BC-and-Yukon.pdf
https://1drv.ms/f/s!Ama9Q-UVIuwRgtBAaAxzZB224axA9Q
https://1drv.ms/f/s!Ama9Q-UVIuwRgtBAaAxzZB224axA9Q
https://1drv.ms/f/s!Ama9Q-UVIuwRgtkaDgd6CATuzLx5EQ
https://1drv.ms/f/s!Ama9Q-UVIuwRgtkaDgd6CATuzLx5EQ


The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

Manitoba Provincial Council 

MEMO from Provincial President 

 
November 2018 
 
Manitoba Provincial Council Website – Your provincial executive is delighted to announce that we are officially live on 
the world wide web! The launch was delayed a bit, but the wait is over!  You can now access our provincial website by 
clicking on its URL https://cwlmanitoba.ca/. Keep this link at your fingertips by saving it in your ‘favourites’. Share the link 
with friends and family. 

 
The website has been designed with our province, our organization, and our 
members in mind. It opens to the crest of The Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada superimposed over a photo of the Manitoba crocus, our provincial 
flower. A second image for our home page is spiritual in nature, an open Bible 
being read by a woman.   
 
A special feature of our website is that it is a single page format with 
responsive design features.  Whether you view the website from your 
computer, your cellular phone or tablet, it will adapt to your device for easy 

reading and navigation by simply scrolling down the page. Clicking on any of the website’s menu options at the top of the 
home page will cause the page to quickly drop down to options within that menu item.  
 
Selecting a link (in light blue) within a menu option will cause the page to drop down to what you have selected. You will be 
able to select and open other links within that menu. Links in the ‘Resources’ menu will open either in Word, PDF or PDF 
fillable documents that will appear in the bottom left corner of the website’s page; simply click on that document to open it 
for your use. The resource documents in Word and PDF fillable have been prepared and formatted so that you can insert 
the information and save it to your computer, giving it your personalized file name.  By simply clicking the return arrow at 
the top of your browser, you can return to the home page of the website. Try it!  Explore our website and what it has to 
offer! Other features include: 

➢ Save the Date: Upcoming important events; the date is your link to more information about the event and the 
registration form. 

➢ Provincial officer communiques, oral reports as well as provincial resolutions can be viewed and downloaded.  
➢ Communiques by provincial officers appear in chronological order; simply scroll down the page. Using the right 

click of your mouse, you can save or print the documents. 
➢ Templates for annual reports can be downloaded. They are formatted and ready for you to input your information; 

save it to your computer with a personalized file name. 
➢ Diocesan and provincial annual report booklets for 2018 can be viewed online – in colour! Enjoy reading about the 

League in action in Manitoba! 
➢ Get to know your provincial executive – click on their photos for a brief bio about their League service. 
➢ Photo gallery of CWL events – photos of this year’s conventions to be uploaded. 
➢ Links to informational documents, the history of the League in Manitoba and web links frequently used by League 

members are at your fingertips.  
➢ Nomination and elections guidelines for diocesan and parish levels; use the resource documents for each step of 

the process  
➢ Contact us using the email option to ask questions, to give feedback, or to connect to a member on provincial 

council; don’t forget to click on the check mark of the captcha. 
➢ The website will be reviewed monthly and updated as required by a manager under the direction of a committee 

of provincial council. 
 

You can also link to our website through the links provided on our national website. We hope you will enjoy visiting 
Manitoba Provincial Council’s website and that you will find it easy to use, informational and helpful. Please share this 
document with all members of your council. Thank you!  
 
Blessings, 
Rolande Chernichan, President 

https://cwlmanitoba.ca/
https://cwlmanitoba.ca/


The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

Manitoba Provincial Council 

 
Greetings CWL sisters!   

As 2018 draws to a close, we conclude our liturgical year in Ordinary Time with the 
Gospel of Mark, and we begin the season of Advent as well as a new liturgical year with 
the Gospel of Luke. I would dare say that the past year was anything but ‘ordinary’ for 
CWL members in Manitoba!  Inspired by the Spirit, women of the League have responded 
to God’s call by living out the call to holiness through ordinary and extraordinary ways in 
their daily lives. 

 
You have participated and helped celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Church in western and northern Canada 
through your involvement in year long special events that marked the bicentennial of the Archdiocese of St. Boniface. 
You did the League proud and showcased Manitoba hospitality by your outstanding accomplishment in hosting the 
annual national convention of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada as one of the key events of Catholica 200. 
Felicitations! Manitoba Provincial Council received $500 in appreciation for CWL volunteerism in the Jubilation 
events of mid July. On your behalf, your provincial executive has donated the full amount to help support priestly 
vocations. 
 
This past year in its annual Day of Celebration, Manitoba Provincial Council sought to raise awareness of the 
challenges to serve in our missionary archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, and the need to financially support it through 
Catholic Missions in Canada.  Thank you for your generosity and your continued support to make it possible for 
Archbishop Murray Chatlain and dedicated clergy and lay faithful to continue to minister in our northern diocese. As 
guest speaker at national convention in Winnipeg, Archbishop Chatlain invited us to ‘listen slowly’, to watch the “First 
Contact” series on APTN, and to take practical steps towards reconciliation with our Indigenous brothers and sisters. 
On behalf of CWL members in Manitoba, your provincial council has gifted $3000 to Archbishop Murray to help 
replace his bishop’s crozier and several personal items that were stolen while he attended our national convention. 
Our decision was influenced by the financial success of our national convention, thanks to our members’ fundraising 
efforts coupled with the frugal leadership of convention chairperson, Susan Bernier, and her fantastic team of 
volunteers. 
 
Looking back on 2018, we give thanks for the blessings in celebrating the 70th anniversary and annual convention of 
Manitoba provincial council. We plan for 2019, embracing the vision for The Catholic Women’s League of Canada as it 
plans strategically for the future and towards its 100th anniversary with a new mission statement that “calls its 
members to grow in faith, and to witness to the love of God through ministry and service.”   
Included with this letter are a poster and registration form inviting you to our 20th annual Provincial Day of 
Celebration being hosted by St. Edward council in Winnipeg on Saturday, February 9, 2019. Come share in the 
sisterhood of a fulfilling day that includes a guest speaker and viewing of the DVD, Over 18, to educate us about the 
impacts of pornography. In a spirit of sharing ‘with others at home and abroad’, we invite your support for the H.U.G. 
project by bringing items that can be donated to women’s shelters. 
 
“For God so loved the world …” God’s love is beyond our understanding. In his apostolic 
exhortation, Gaudete et Exsultate, Pope Francis calls us to everyday holiness through perseverance, 
patience and meekness, with boldness and passion, and with joy and a sense of humour. May your 
Advent and Christmas season be filled with quiet moments where you can pray and ponder the gift 
of God’s love through the birth of His son, Jesus. God is with us! Rejoice! 
 
President, Manitoba Provincial Council 



TThhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  WWoommeenn’’ss  LLeeaagguuee  ooff  CCaannaaddaa  

MMaanniittoobbaa  PPrroovviinncciiaall  CCoouunncciill  
 

2200tthh  AANNNNUUAALL  DDAAYY  OOFF  CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIIOONN  
SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,,  FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY  99,,  22001199  

Host Councils:  Winnipeg Diocesan Council/St. Edward’s Parish Council 

THEME: CARING IS SHARING 
You are invited to bring H.U.G. items to support women’s shelters. 

PLACE: CanadInns Polo Park 

  1405 St. Matthews Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3G 3P7 

TIME: Registration & Gathering - 9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

WORKSHOP - 10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

AGENDA 
10:00 a.m. Welcome, League Prayer, 
 Morning Liturgy  
10:30 a.m. PPoorrnnooggrraapphhyy  ––  OOvveerr  1188  vviiddeeoo 
11:45 a.m. AAllpphhaa  HHoouussee  ––  HHiissttoorriiccaall  PPrreesseennttaattiioonn 
12:00 noon LUNCH 
  1:00 p.m. CCWWLL  GGOOEESS  TTOO  CCOOUURRTT 
  1:15 p.m. CCWWLL  SSttrraatteeggiicc  PPllaannnniinngg  
  1:50 p.m. HEALTH BREAK 
  2:00 p.m. JJaanneett  ZZaacchhaarriiaass Keynote Speaker  
 TOPIC:  PPoorrnnooggrraapphhyy  
  HHaarrmmffuull  ttoo  OOnnee’’ss  HHeeaalltthh 

 Questions and Answers 
  3:15 p.m. Evaluations 
 Closing Prayer 

BRING A FRIEND! 

THERE WILL BE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 

 
 
 
 

Contact cwlmanitoba@gmail.com for additional information. 
 

This is a SCENT FREE EVENT. 
 
 
 

COST:  $25.00 per person        DEADLINE for registration:  February 1, 2019 

Travel subsidy may be provided. A minimum of three persons per vehicle is required to 

qualify for the subsidy. Members are encouraged to car pool if possible. 
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The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

Manitoba Provincial Council 

MEMO from Provincial President 

 
March 2019 
 
Hello CWL sisters! 
 
We have weathered the worst of winter and spring is just weeks away!  An enthusiastic ‘Welcome!’ to our new 
presidents as a result of parish council elections. Your ‘yes’ to serve is deeply appreciated; you are helping to 
lead the League at a time of transition as our beloved organization redefines and restructures itself through 
the implementation of the strategic plan that was adopted at our national convention in 2018.  Members 
throughout Canada are proud, happy, excited and very hopeful about the plan’s implementation.  I urge you to 
be the voice of joy, hope, and optimism; of patience and loyalty as our national executive takes the many steps 
to put the envisioned future of the League into practical and manageable practises. Remember that the 
implementation will be an orderly process over the next few years, with progress being monitored every step 
of the way. Let’s remember to pray for successful outcomes.  
 
Having recently had a provincial executive meeting followed by attending national meetings on Feb. 23-24 
weekend, I have much news to convey.  I ask that you, in turn, please convey this very important information 
to the members of your councils at your next general meeting. 
 
1. Day of Celebration - Celebrating the warmth of CWL sisterhood in winter! 

Thank you for the success of our Day of Celebration! On one of the coldest days this winter, over 120 
attended the event hosted by St. Edward’s Council. Your feedback through the evaluations was 
excellent and will help us plan for next year. We celebrated CWL sisterhood and heard how League 
members were responsible for the founding and funding of Alpha House, a shelter for abused women, 
and how thirty years later our members continue to support it. Members were generous in bringing 
items for the H.U.G. project in support of women’s shelters. Through the viewing of Over 18, we learned 
how easy it is for children to be lured into pornographic websites and how easy it is to become 
addicted to viewing porn. Guest speaker, Janet Zacharias, presented her research how pornography is 
harmful to one’s health. We laughed with a fun skit about ‘CWL Goes to Court’, and we heard about the 
implementation of the League’s strategic plan. Attached to this communique is the summary report of 
items donated for the H.U.G. project and how they were distributed; please share the good news with 
our members. Also attached are resources to be shared with members, friends, and others about 
blocking pornographic websites on your computer, the COMPOSE method to handle a situation when a 
child is discovered viewing pornography, as well as recourses and information for overcoming 
problematic porn use or sex addiction. 

 
2. Diocesan Conventions in 2019 – Plan to attend more than one!  Check provincial website for more info. 

➢ Winnipeg Diocesan Council – April 26 -27, 2019 at St. John XXIII, Winnipeg 
➢ St. Boniface Diocesan Council – April 27, 2019 at St. John the Evangelist, Morden 
➢ Keewatin-The Pas Diocesan Council – May 4-5, 2019 at Our Lady of the Snows, Snow Lake 
Attendees are invited to share their convention photos for posting to the provincial website. Please 
notify us you have photos to share by using the email feature of the provincial website. 
 

3. Manitoba Provincial Convention 2019 – Hop on the chartered bus with us! 
Come share in our provincial convention June 8-9, 2019 in Thompson, MB, hosted by Keewatin-The 
Pas Diocesan Council and St. Lawrence CWL Parish Council! A grant from national to assist our 
members’ travel to attend the convention will provide for a subsidized rate to reserve a seat on the 
bus. It will help subsidize travel by our northern and more rural members to also attend using their 
own vehicles. Details to reserve a hotel room, to reserve a seat on the chartered bus departing 



Winnipeg on June 7 or to participate in the Spirit-way wolf tour of Thompson will be included with the 
convention information package coming to you soon! Circle the dates and start planning for a 
convention getaway to Manitoba’s ‘hub of the north’ city! ☺  Attendees are invited to share their 
convention photos for posting to the provincial website. Please notify us you have photos to share by 
using the email feature of the provincial website. 

 
4. Strategic Plan Implementation – Inspire members by your leadership! 

Presidents at each level of the League are entrusted to help transition the League to its envisioned 
future and to inform our members about the process. Please refer to the booklet issued by national 
office https://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CWL-Strategy-Report-draft-5.pdf  We are gently 
reminded to use the power point of that booklet and to not add to the information provided.  
 
Executive Director, Kim Scammell reminds us that: “The national executive has approved the 
implementation committee’s proposed rollout for addressing all 50 strategies over the next five-year 
period. To allow the committee the full five years with which to reach its targets, the five-year rollout 
begins effective March 1, 2019 and will continue until February 28, 2024. 

Three workings groups will be populated by Spring 2019. Information on progress will be 
communicated via Facebook, the national website, communiques from the national chairperson of 
communications, The Canadian League magazine, parish council mailings and PowerPoint 
presentations designed by the implementation committee.” … 

Direction to councils:  

1. Members are invited to apply to be on one of the working groups. More information will soon be 
published on cwl.ca and on the League’s Facebook page.  

2. Councils are advised pray for the working groups and to allow time for the groups to formulate 
action plans that will achieve their strategies.  

3. Councils are discouraged from acting in isolation as the implementation committee works to 
complete its mandate and offer transformation and consistent programming that will be applicable 
across Canada.” 

5. Action on National Theme – Care for Our Common Home – Focus on water in 2019  
 Councils are encouraged to take environmental action to care for planet earth and in a particular way 

to focus on water throughout 2019. Please make sure to report about it in your annual reports. Please 
support the actions initiated by your diocesan and provincial councils as part of their convention 
planning. 

 
6. Pornography Hurts! – Manitoba, make your voices heard in March! 

In response to national resolution 2017.02 Mandatory Age Verification Mechanisms for Adult 
Pornographic Websites and the focus of our Day of Celebration, your provincial executive has supplied 
all parish councils with postcards, asking that each member send one to the Prime Minister and the 
other to their Member of Parliament. Please ensure that the postcards are sent throughout March, and 
don’t forget to personalize your postcard with a brief handwritten message or a question, your 
signature, and return address. No postage is necessary.  

 
7. Development and Peace – Caritas Canada – An important update 
 The review of CCOPD projects partners by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops is ongoing. The 

League’s 1% program with CCODP is suspended until the review by CCCB is completed.  The national 
executive advises League members and councils to inquire with their diocesan chancery office 
regarding participation in the 2019 Share Lent campaign, as each bishop decides the participation in 
his diocese. Please see the attached memo from Marie Rackley, national community life chairperson, 
for additional information. 

 
8. Protecting Minors from Sexual Abuse – Supporting the protection of minors 

https://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CWL-Strategy-Report-draft-5.pdf
https://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CWL-Strategy-Report-draft-5.pdf
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Convention-2017.02-BC04-BC-and-Yukon.pdf
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Convention-2017.02-BC04-BC-and-Yukon.pdf
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Convention-2017.02-BC04-BC-and-Yukon.pdf
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Convention-2017.02-BC04-BC-and-Yukon.pdf


 Further to the episcopal conference on the protection of minors called by Pope Francis in Rome from 
February 21-24, 2019 executive director, Kim Scammell issued the followed statement: “The national 
executive applauds the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops for its efforts to address the crisis of 
faith that is occurring in the Church as a result of the sexual abuse of minors by the clergy. The national 
executive has formed an ad hoc committee to explore Protecting Minors from Sexual Abuse: A Call to the 
Catholic Faithful in Canada for Healing, Reconciliation and Transformation. The committee will review 
and examine the guidelines contained within the report and make recommendations to the national 
executive at its next meeting on how the lay faithful can support the Holy Father and the Church as it 
seeks to protect minors from sexual abuse and heal past hurts to victims and the wider community 
impacted by the scandal. More information as to how the League may be involved will be made 
available in August 2019.”  In the meantime, members are encouraged to read the document which is 
available on the CCCB website. It can be downloaded and printed without permission for personal and 
non-commercial use. The document can also be purchased through CCCB Publications. 

 
9.  Revisions to the National Manual of Policy and Procedure – Be informed, be current! 

A memo from Kim Scammell: “Decisions were made to enhance and clarify the procedures for 
affiliating or cooperating with other groups, life member nominations, important decisions 
surrounding reactivating parish councils, acknowledging treaty territory before meetings, oral 
reporting guidelines, and retaining accounting records. The full wording of revisions will be available 
on the national website on March 25th. Once published, please download the new version of the P&P 
and discard the former version.” 

10.  Deacon’s Stole – New! 
Stoles are available for purchase by councils for ordained deacons who are also spiritual advisors. The 
price to purchase the stole is $185.00. Councils interested in purchasing the stole should contact 
national office. After prepayment and the completed form confirming the stole is to be presented to an 
ordained deacon, the stole will be shipped.  

11.  National Development Fund – Expanded criteria  
A memo from Kim Scammell: “The national development fund criteria has been expanded to allow 
councils the opportunity to visit parishes without parish councils to promote the benefits of 
membership. The intent is to cover expenditures for parishes in remote locations. Further, the criteria 
now requires councils to seek funding from other levels prior to approaching national level of 
assistance.” A communique from Fran Lucas, national chairperson of organization, explaining the new 
criteria will be posted on the national website.  

12. Toll Free Number  - being discontinued June 30, 2019 
Another memo from Kim Scammell: “In order to deter members from bypassing local leaders trained 
and ready to assist with policies, procedures, concerns and other inquiries, the toll-free numbers at 
national office will be discontinued effective June 30, 2019.”  

Communication policy - Councils and members are advised that for matters of administration 
(orders, membership, On the Spot), please contact national office via e-mail. With respect to all other 
matters (policy, procedure, programs, actions, concerns), a member’s duty is first to communicate 
directly with their parish council. If the inquiry is such that it needs to be raised to the diocesan level, 
the parish executive will represent its members and do so. If the inquiry is such that it needs to be 
raised to the provincial level, the diocesan executive will represent its members and do so. If the 
inquiry is such that it needs to be raised to the national level, the provincial executive will represent its 
members and do so. 

13. 2022 National Convention – in the Okanagan Valley, BC 
The national executive is pleased to announce it has accepted the invitation from Most Rev. Gregory 
Bittman (Bishop of Nelson) to host the 102nd annual national convention in beautiful Kelowna, British 
Columbia from August 14-17, 2022.  
 

14.  Financial information for council executives – explanation from national  



 In the last few months I have received several inquiries related to financial matters. Your questions 
were conveyed to national secretary-treasurer, Janet McLean, and her reply is attached. Please make 
members aware of these explanations. Also, please print off this information and file it in the 
president’s binder and the treasurer’s binder for future reference. 

 
15. Membership in the League – what defines your membership? 

National president, Anne Marie Gorman reminds us that there are four different levels of membership 
in the League: fully active, partially active, financially supportive, and prayer partners (Leading the 
League p 6). Remember to include these options when recruiting new members; and remember that 
personal invitation yields the best results. ☺ 

 
As we begin the holy season of Lent, may we yield to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit; give glory to 
God through prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  
 
Blessings, 
Rolande Chernichan, President 

Attachments: (please email via the provincial website if wanting to receive these documents) 

1. Report of donated items for HUG project - Day of Celebration 2019 

2. Resources for Parents to Safeguard Against Pornography – Janet Zacharias 

3. Resources for Parents – COMPOSE model – Janet Zacharias  

4. Recourses/Information for Overcoming Problematic Porn Use/Sex Addiction – Janet Zacharias  

5. Memo about Development and Peace - Marie Rackley, National Chairperson for Community Life 

6. Financial Information For Councils - Janet Mc Lean, National Secretary-Treasurer 

 



Greetings! 

I am pleased to provide more details regarding Manitoba Provincial Council’s convention being hosted by St. Lawrence Council in Thompson, MB on June 8th and 

9th, 2019. Please share this information with members and encourage their attendance.  

Invitation to Bring: Speakers: 

Our provincial convention happens up north only every five years!  St. Lawrence CWL Council has been enthusiastically planning with you in mind. 

Come be part of the Mass, the banquet, convention business and celebrating our sisterhood with our northern sisters in Keewatin-Le Pas Diocese  

Rolande Chernichan, Provincial President 

Youth Mission Ministry - Jims Alackel, youth ministry leader for 
Keewatin-Le Pas Archdiocese, is our convention keynote speaker. 
Pope Francis' Synod on Young People in October 2018 and the 
recent World Youth Days in Panama in January 2019 give us 
added reason to hear from youth who are the future of the church. 
Come hear about the challenges and blessings encountered in 
bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the youth in remote 
regions of the north.

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops – Archbishop Richard 
Gagnon of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg will be our afternoon guest 
speaker. He will guide our understanding about the CCCB and its 
role in guiding the Church in Canada. He will touch on the CCCB's 
relationship with The Catholic Women's League of Canada, 
Development and Peace, etc. There will be a  brief question and 
answer period following his presentation.

HUG Project and Support for the Less Fortunate - Caring is 
sharing ... our actions speak louder than words! Convention 
attendees are invited to bring items in support of the League's 
HUG project for women's shelters.  Also bring hotel shampoo/
soap products for missions. Donations collected at each diocesan 
convention will be distributed regionally. Donations brought to 
provincial convention will be distributed to women's shelters in the 
north. 

Focus on Water – Convention attendees are invited to bring 
their water bottles to all conventions. Our national guiding 
theme with focus on water in 2019 serves as a reminder to write 
to federal government regarding the League's five active 
resolutions associated with the importance of safe water 
supplies for Canadians and the world. Councils are urged to act 
on ways to reduce use of water and to reduce their dependency 
on bottled water.

Care for Our Common Home - Diocesan and provincial 
conventions support your environmental action through the 5'rs. 
Attendees to all conventions are invited to  bring pop can tabs 
for wheelchairs, and plastic wrapping and bags to be made 
into recycled products. These will be donated on your behalf. 
Please refer to the attached Bag-Up Manitoba list of plastic wrap 
and types of plastic bags that can be recycled.

Support of Manitoba's Northern Missions – We continue our 
focus on 'Caring is Sharing'. Special request has been made for 
CWL members to collect new and used rosaries, outdated 
catechism books and religious books, etc. and to have the 
donations brought to diocesan and provincial conventions. The 
items will be donated to support our northern missions in 
Manitoba on your behalf.




